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POST GRADUATE LEGAL EDUCATION
WHO CAN GET IT AND WHERE
RAMON A. KLITZKE*
INTRODUCTION
Today, more than ever before, American law schools are interested in legal
education beyond the LL.B. level and are giving careful consideration to the
adequacy of their post graduate offerings.' Surveys are being conducted to
establish a clearing house for graduate educational information and as "an
exploratory step bearing upon possible consideration of standards for the for-
mal or graduate Continuing Legal Education Program. '"2
The Association of American Law Schools has been concerned with continu-
ing legal education for many years. It is felt that law schools cannot produce
a finished product in only three years and therefore considerable attention
should be directed to the training of a student after his graduation. As early
as 1936 the A.A.L.S. Committee on Advanced Academic and Professional
Degrees reported on the schools which offered graduate work and the require-
ments for degrees.' Other reports followed in 1937, 1943, 1945, 1958 and in
recent years.'
This interest of the Association is well warranted. Eighteen member schools
of the A.A.L.S. offer both master's and doctor's degrees in law and eighteen
others offer only the master's degree.' In addition to these, six other schools
conferred a total of 28 master's degrees and three doctorates in the academic
year 1957-8.'
* B.S., J.D., LL.M., Associate Professor of Law, Texas Southern University, Houston, Texas;
member of New York Bar.
'Association of American Law Schools-Program and Reports of Committees-1958 Ann61l
Meeting 64 (1958).
2 Id., p. 65.
' Handbook of the Association of American Law Schools and Proceedings of the Thirty-
fourth Annual Meeting 302 (1936).
' The citations for the earlier reports and a general discussion of the nature of post graduate
legal education may be found in Association of American Law Schools 1955 Proceedings 184
(1956). In 1957 another general report was made by the Association Committee: Association
of American Law Schools-Program and Reports of Committees-1957 Annual Meeting 55
(1957).
' Association of American Law Schools-Program and Reports of Committees-1958 Annual
Meeting 66 (1958).
'U.S. Dept. of Health, Education, and Welfare, Earned Degrees Conferred by Higher Educa-
tion Institutions 1957-58, p. 149 (1959).
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Each year post graduate legal education is finding a nore important place
in the planning of legal educators. Practicing lawyers are becoming alarmingly
aware of the fact that a three year law school program can accomplish little
more than to prepare the student for the bar examination. Students desiring
to enter the teaching profession are also finding that graduate degrees are of
great value in obtaining the better starting positions, and those already teach-
ing are finding graduate work quite helpful in making them better teachers.
The present and future of continuing legal education is, indeed, of great mo-
ment to the legal educator of today.7
The purpose of this paper is to examine some of the more important aspects
of legal education as they relate to the LL.B. graduate who desires to continue
his legal education. Specifically, the institutions offering post graduate legal
education will be discussed and the type of student who gains admission to,
and who eventually graduates from, these institutions will be brought into view.
The Committee on- Continuing Legal Education of the Association of Amer-
ican Law Schools divides post graduate legal education into two categories :'
. Infornal or non-degree continuing legal education programs.
2. Formal or graduate continuing legal education programs.
This is a suitable division for the present discussion.
A. Nron-degrcc Continuing Legal Education
It is generally conceded that the young, inexperienced lawyer is more fre-
quently a liability to his firm rather than an asset. While he can usually attain
practical knowledge over a period of years, it is far better to train him systemat-
ically in utilitarian techniques before he commits costly errors. Even the old,
skillful lawyer needs to be exposed to new developments in the law which he
may have overlooked.
In 1948 the American Law Institute and the American Bar Association
began a joint project for continuing training of the bar, organized on a national
basis. The joint committee formed has been generally successful in reaching
its objectives."
Such states as California"' and Texas have been pioneers in this field and
the Practising Law Institute, which was the first organization to conduct pro-
grams in continuing legal education on a regular basis, has successfully spon-
sored tax courses throughout the country, in addition to its well attended pro-
grams in New York City. The American Bar Association directs considerable
attention to this problem and each year holds a special conference on the sub-
Mulder, John E., "The Present and Future of Coutinuing Legal Education", 5 J. LEGAL ED.
155 (1952).
S Supra, note 1, pp. 64-65.
'Mulder, John E., "Continuing Legal Education", 1 J. LEGAL ED. 378 (1949) outlines the
program.
'"Furst, Harold, "Continuing Education of the Bar-the California Plan", 2 J. LEGAL ED.
213 (1949). Also see 23 J. STATE BAR OF CALIF. 254 (1948).
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ject.' Even the continuing legal education of judges has not been neglected.'
Some of the law schools themselves have also been diligent in training young
lawyers. Noteworthy among the law school programs are those of the Harvard
Law School Forum,"3 the New York University Law Center,14 the University
of Southern California School of Law, ' and the University of Cincinnati. t
It will be the primary burden of this paper to examine those programs lead-
ing to graduate law degrees.
B. Formal or Graduate Coutinuinlg Legal Education
By formal or graduate legal education is meant a series of courses leading to
a master's or doctor's degree in law (except the degrees of Doctor of Jurispru-
dence, Jurisdoctor and Doctor of Law (J.D.) where these are given as first
law degrees). Graduate work is taken after receiving the first law degree and
may be general or specialized in nature. The graduate student is given an op-
portunity to study species of law which the crowded undergraduate program
did not permit and he is usually expected to attain some degree of proficiency
in his work before he will be graduated.
As more law schools initiate graduate programs the opportunities to obtain
graduate degrees extend to an increasing number of lawyers. It is no longer
necessary to spend full time in residence for a master's degree since many law
schools allow students to work towards the LL.M. in evening classes. The Mas-
ter of Laws degree, which was once sought only by those interested in teaching,
is now received by scores of practicing lawyers who do not aspire to teach at
all. It is being given to students who are trained specialists in taxation, labor
law, international law and trade regulation. Law firms and corporations are
finding great value in such additional legal training, which is frequently of
considerable practical utility over and above its contribution to the student's
general legal mental processes.
Our attention will be directed, then, to the graduate law degree: where is it
obtained and by whom ?
II
WHERE IS POST GRADUATE. LEGAL EDUCATION OFFERED?
Where can the student find graduate legal education? He would expect to
find active graduate programis at the large law schools, of course. New York
University, Harvard University. Georgetown 'University, Southern Methodist
"Arden House Conference on Continuing Legal Education", 45 A.B:A.J., 134(1959).
12 Leflar, Robert A., "The Appellate Judges Seminar at New York University", 9 J. LEGAL ED.
359 (1956); and "Seminar for Appellate Judges", 4 J. Soc'y. PUB. TEACHERS OF LAW 150
(1958).
" Osmond, Donald C., "School for Young Lawyers", 2 J. LEGAL El). 365 (1950).
" Niles, Russell D., "A Graduate Program for Lawyers", 1 J. LEGAL En. 590 (1949).
"' Horowitz, Harold AV., "Graduate Study for the Practicing Lawyer", 4 J. LEGAL ED. 196
(1951).
"Emerson, Frank D., "Postadmission Education for Lawyers at Medium-sized andSmaller
Law Schools", 9 J. LEGAL ED. 372 (1956).
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University, George Washington University and Yale University conferred
74% of all master's and doctor's degrees in law during the academic year
1957-8 (New York University alone conferred 32.7% of the total). The av-
erage student might not, however, suspect that graduate work was offered by
smaller schools such as the College of William and Mary or Suffolk University.
There are, in fact, over forty law schools now offering graduate degree pro-
grams.
The prospective graduate student has a choice of 36 schools which are mem-
bers of the A.A.L.S. and possibly as many as eleven non-member schools.
Listed in Appendix C are 46 law schools which have, according to the United
States Department of Health, Education and Welfare, conferred graduate law
degrees in 1957-8 or, according to information obtained from these schools,
conferred graduate degrees in 1958-9, or which indicated some graduate stu-
dent enrollment in the fall of 1958. At least nineteen of these schools offer work
towards both the master's and doctor's degree' 7 and at least twenty-eight others
offer the master's degree.'" Many of these schools in the larger cities hold
graduate classes in the evening and permit students to be employed. Candi-
dates for the doctor's degree, however, are usually required to spend one aca-
demic year in residence during which their outside employment is limited.
New York City offers the law graduate student more opportunities to study
2 Eighteen of these schools are members of the A.A.L.S.:
Columbia University Stanford University
Cornell University University of California (Berkeley)
Duke University University of Chicago
George Washington University University of Illinois
Georgetown University University of Michigan
Harvard University University of Pennsylvania
New York University University of Virginia
Northwestern University University of Wisconsin
St. John's University Yale University
These schools are listed by the A.A.L.S. Committee on Continuing Legal Education in the
1958 Report at: Association of American Law Schools, op. cit. supra note 1, at 66. The nineteenth
school is the New York Law School.
"Eighteen of these schools are'members of the A.A.L.S.:
College of William and Mary University of Georgia
Emory University University of Kansas City
Indiana University University of Miami
Louisiana State University University of Minnesota
Rutgers University University of the Philippines
Southern Methodist University University of Southern California
Temple University University of Texas
Tulane University Wayne State University
University of Cincinnati Western Reserve University
The Office of Education of the U.S. Dept. of Health, Education and Welfare lists the University
of Baltimore, Suffolk University and the Brooklyn Law School as having conferred earned
master's degrees during the academic years- 1956-7 and 1957-8. The Office also lists the Uni-
versity of Connecticut and Catholic University as having conferred one master's degree and
two doctorates in 1957-8. See U.S. Dept. of Health, Education and Welfare, Earned Degrees
Conferred by Higher Educational Institutions 1956-1957, at 136-7 (1958). (A reply to a letter to
Dean John H. Hessey of the University of Baltimore Law Schools states no master's degrees
were-conferred in 1957-8 or 1958-9 so the listing by the Office of Education is probably incor-
rect for 1957-8.)
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than any other area of the country. Of the six law schools in the city, five offer
graduate work and of these five, only one, Columbia University, offers no
evening classes in graduate work. New York University, St. John's University,
the Brooklyn Law School and the New York Law School all offer evening
classes for the master's degree and, of these schools, only the Brooklyn Law
School offers no doctorate work, although it had until recent years.
In Chicago the graduate student can attend the University of Chicago or
Northwestern University during the day, or the John Marshall Law School at
night. In the District of Columbia there is Georgetown University and George
Washington University, both of which offer evening graduate classes. Most of
the law schools not located in the larger cities offer only day graduate work,
but the time when evening legal education was unacceptable to many legal
scholars is past. The lawyer of today can effectively pursue evening graduate
studies, and there is no reason to eliminate his opportunity because of his daily
practice.
The graduate law student who wishes to teach will probably be more se-
lective in his choice of school as his is a special need. He will direct his attention
to schools which are not necessarily located in his area of residence. He will be
concerned with the quality of the school, its size and reputation. He can be
guided by, so long as he does not depend solely upon, various ratings of law
schools such as that made by Chesly Manly of the Chicago Tribune.
Manly was assigned the task of determining the top American universities
in 1957. He studied the collegiate backgrounds of American scholars and per-
sons listed in "Who's Who in America" and tried to determine which schools
were generally deemed best by scholars themselves. He attempted to base his
rating on quality of faculty, quality of research, student body, physical facili-
ties and the "ethos" of the institutions. For his top ten law schools he se-
lected :"9
1. Harvard University




6. University of California (Berkeley)
7. University of Wisconsin
8. New York University
9. University of Illinois
10. Northwestern University
The law student aspiring to teach should also closely examine the types of
courses schools offer. He will find that such schools as Harvard,20 New York
University and Columbia University 2 offer special programs for law school
"Newsweek, May 6, 1957, p. 74 for a discussion of Manly's choices and the criticism they
brought from the public.
'Griswold, Erwin H., "Graduate Study in Law", 2 J. LEGAL ED. 272 (1950).
" Cheatharn, Elliott E., "A Seminar in Legal Education", 1 J. LEGAL ED. 439 (1949).
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teachers and prospective law school teachers. He will find that many other
schools can advise him well in his choice of courses, and there has been at least
one good article written about graduate study for law teachers. 2
In general, the undergraduate law student desiring to continue his legal
study after his first law degree should have no trouble in selecting a school to
fit his preferences of location and courses. Whether he will obtain his graduate
degree is, however, quite another matter.
III
WHO CAN GET POST GRADUATE LEGAL EDUCATION
A. Admission Requirements
Graduate degrees are given in recognition of additional study after the bac-
calaureate program. The Bachelor of Laws degree itself is misnaned because
it is usually the student's second collegiate degree and in the great majority of
cases he has attended college and law school for seven years before he gets it.
The LL.B. can be the student's first degree where he is admitted to law school
with only three years of college but few law schools do this. The degree of
Doctor of Jurisprudence is a much more fitting name for a first law degree.
The degree of Doctor of Philosophy in the arts or sciences can be obtained in
the same amount of time it takes to get a B.A. or B.S. plus an LL.B: seven
years, so why give the law sttdent another bachelor's degree? Not many
schools offer the J.D. and most of them are in the midwest. Indiana Univer-
sity, Iowa University, the University of Chicago (which calls the degree
Doctor of Laws), Ohio State University, Northwestern University and George
Washington University are among those which offer it. To obtain the degree,
the student must have a degree before entering law school and must attain pro-
ficiency in his studies. A law note is also often required.
1. The Master of Laws Degree. A student wishing to pursue a course of
study leading to the LL.M. will find that graduate law schools do not take just
anyone. His undergraduate record will be carefully examined to see whether
he is capable of completing the graduate program.
To determine what admission requirements were being made by the graduate
law schools in the United States, the bulletins of forty schools offering LL.M
work were examined. Specific admission prerequisites listed were three in
number:
a. An LL.B. (or J.D.) from an approved law school.
b. A B.A. or its equivalent (e.g., 13.S.).
c. A minimum grade average in LL.B. work.
Only four schools: Cornell University, Stanford University, George Wash-
ington University and Suffolk University, failed to state explicitly that an
LL.B. from an approved or accredited law school is necessary for admittance
" McDowell, Banks Jr., and Mewett, A. W., "What Are Law Teachers Made of? A Critical
Appraisal of Graduate Study in the United States", 8 J. LEGAL ED. 79 (1955).
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to the LL.M program. It is probably true, however, that no student would be
admitted to any of these graduate schools with an LL.B from a law school with
very low standards. In most cases the phrase "approved law school" is used
without qualification but in a few instances it is specified that the school must
be approved by the American Bar Association. A school could also, of course,
be "approved" by the A.A.L.S. Duke University requires its candidates for
admission to the LL.M program to have a first law degree from a law school
qualified for membership in the A.A.L.S.
A bachelor's degree in addition to the LL.3 is not uniformly required. Only
eleven of the forty bulletins examined state an additional baccalaureate is a
prerequisite. The others make no reference to such necessity but would, no
cloubt, take this factor into consideration in an application for admission.
There is a great deal of diversity in the requirement for some minimum
academic achievement in the LL.B. work. Twelve of the forty schools make no
reference to any standard and the remaining twenty-seven schools are in great
disagreement as to what the standard should be. There are such phrases in the
bulletins as "good grades," "high rank , .proficiency," 'honor status,"
"acceptable quality," "superior ability," and others. In only two cases is a B
average required and one school, the University of Miami, requires a 1.8 aver-
age (C = 1.0, 13 = 2.0). The University of Wisconsin admits only those stu-
dents who were in the upper 20% of their law school- classes. This latter
approach is much more realistic but the percentage chosen may be unduly re-
strictive.
Summing up the undergraduate student's chances for admission to an LL.M
program, he will need an LL.B or J.D. from an approved law school but he
will probably not need an additional bachelor's degree. He should have some-
thing better than a C average in his LL.B work but he probably will not need
to be a B student. The lowly C student can frequently gain admission to a
graduate program as a nonmatriculant until such time as he can prove ability
to maintain the minimum level of quality in graduate work and then be ad-
mitted as a matriculant. A list of the LL.M admission requirements for all
school bulletins examined is given in Appendix A.
2. The Doctor of Juridical Science Degree. The J.S.D. or S.J.D. is deenmed
of high value by most legal educators because of the great reluctance with
which it is conferred. Only about thirty students a year receive this degree in
the United States and the law schools generally strive to keep their number of
doctoral students small. The admission requirements to J.S.D. programs are
generally strict and few students advance to the status of J.S.D. candidates. It
is truly a scholarly degree.
Admission requirements to the J.S.D. programs can be any or all of the
following types:
a. A B.A. or equivalent.
b. An LL. B with a minimum average.
c. An LL.M with a minimum average.
d. Teaching in lieu of LL.M.
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e. Practice or teaching experience.
f. A published article.
g. An approved dissertation outline.
The bulletins of the nineteen schools offering the doctorate were examined
and admission requirements for these schools are summarized in Appendix A.
Seven of the nineteen schools require a B.A. or its equivalent in addition to
the LL.B degree and one school, Georgetown University, states that the stu-
dent must attain high rank in his B.A. work. Most of the twelve remaining
schools would probably be quite reluctant to admit a student without a college
degree unlesg he showed marked ability in his LL.M work.
In most cases there is no specific minimum grade average required in the
LL.B work. One exception to this is the University of Michigan, where a stu-
dent is admitted to the J.S.D. program after his first semester of LL.M work
and he needs an LL.B with a B average to gain admission to the LL.M pro-
gram. Another exception is the University of Wisconsin, where students are
admitted to the doctoral program only if they were in the upper 10% of the
law school classes. Some of the schools state that the LL.B must be obtained
with "high rank," "better than average grades," "superior grades," or that the
applicant must have demonstrated "ability" or "exceptional ability" in his LL.B
work. New York University requires LL.B grades of law review caliber.
Of the nineteen schools, eight stated a certain minimum proficiency was re-
quired in LL.M work for admission to the doctorate program. The University
of Michigan requires an average of B or better in LL.M work, and New York
University requires a middle B (80) average in LL.M work. Harvard Uni-
versity requires a "high rank" of the LL.M graduate and St. John's states a
"superior" record is necessary. The Tulane University bulletin indicates that
only LL.M graduates of high rank from Tulane will be accepted for doctorate
work. Similarly, the doctoral candidate at Stanford must have attained his
LL.M at Stanford and with excellence. As a practical matter, doctoral students
usually continue their work at the school at which they receive the LL.M if
possible because starting work at another school usually means additional
credits must be obtained and possibly even the repetition of some courses.
Some experience in the practice of law or in teaching law is required for ad-
mission to the doctoral program at Cornell University and Northwestern Uni-
versity. At Georgetown University, on the other hand, a doctoral candidate
who has taught law three years need not have an LL.M. At New York Uni-
versity law teachers may also be admitted to the doctoral program without an
LL.M.
A publishedf article is required for admission at Georgetown University,
Harvard University and New York University (which requires a published
article or the "equivalent"). The purpose of this is for proof of the applicant's
ability to write a good dissertation. Unfortunately this may not be a fair re-
quirement as the applicant may have written several excellent papers which
were never published for reasons which have nothing to do with his writing
ability.
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New York University and the University of Chicago require the doctoral
candidate's dissertation outline to be approved before his admission. This is
not a bad idea if the school is in the habit of rejecting a great number of doc-
toral dissertations but once the outline is approved it would not be fair to reject
a thesis on the basis of subject matter or scope. In October of 1958 New York
University began to require the doctoral candidate's oral examination in the
last academic term of full time residence rather than as a defense of his thesis.
This will tend to limit the number of doctoral students in the program and it
would seem the students who continue tinder this rule will have a much better
chance to get dissertations approved.
Summing up the admission requirements for doctoral candidates, the schools
range from New York University, with six specific requirements, to the Uni-
versity of California (Berkeley) and George Washington University with no
particular prerequisites listed in their bulletins. The student contemplating
graduate study would do well to look beyond the LL.M program at the school
of his choice to determine whether he can fulfill the doctorate admission re-
quirements and what the policy of the school is with respect to doctoral can-
didates. It is far better to have received an LL.M from a school at which there
is some chance for admission to the doctorate program than at a school which
keeps only one or two doctoral candidates on its rolls.
Even if the student is slightly deficient in one of the requirements for admis-
sion to a particular school's doctoral program, he should not give up because of
this, particularly if he has excelled in some of the other requirements. No law
school wishes to exclude a good student from admission simply because of some
admission rule if that student shows excellent promise of'being able to write a
good dissertation and continue his courses with good grades. On the other
hand, the sooner the student can decide he wants the J.S.D. the better, because,
he then can give particular attention to grades and the publication of a suitable
article. By the time the student has reached the doctorate level he already has
three degrees and it is to be expected that his competition will be keen and that
his faculty will require great things of him. The J.S.D. is a scholarly degree
and the candidates therefor should be limited to real scholars.
B. Graduation Requirements
Even if the student gains admission to a graduate program there is no as-
surance that he will complete it and receive a degree. There are probably a
greater percentage of doctoral candidates who fail because of the lack of an ap-
proved dissertation than master's degree candidates who fail to receive their
degrees. It is certain, however, that the student will need ability and hard work
at every level. Graduation requirements are more or less uniform at the master's
degree level but are highly diversified at the doctorate level. Let us examine
some of the various types of graduation requirements.
1. The Master of Laws Degree. The types of graduation requirements for
the LL.M are as follows:
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a. Minimum numlber of credit hours or years of study.
b. A minimum grade average.
c. A thesis.
d. An oral examination.
These requirements are listed with respect to schools in Appendix B.
A graduate student can obtain the LL.M degree in one academic year after
his LL.]3 work if the institution he attends approves his thesis the first year,
assuming one is required. Ten of the forty school bulletins examined require 24
credit hours for graduation. Other schools range from 15 credits plus a thesis
(Northwestern University) to the possibility of as much as 32 credit hours
(New York University). Many of the schools state the requirements can be
fulfilled in two semesters, one year or three quarters of work and in some in-
stances there is no specific number of credit hours required. Where a student
intends to be employed while working for his degree, the school will usually
limit the number of credit hours he can take at any one time but he can still
probably complete the work for the LL.M in two years.
Seventeen of the forty schools list no particular minimum grade average for
graduation and nine others state only that a "satisfactory," "good" or "supe-
rior" record must be achieved, or that the candidate must complete' his work
"with distinction." Other schools set minimum LL.M grade averages at 75, 78,
80, 84 or B. It is unlikely that an LL.M would be granted by any school for a
middle C average or below.
Twenty-three of the forty schools require a written thesis, essay, or research
project for the master's degree. Some schools, such as-Columbia University
and Duke University, for example, allow the student to substitute a thesis for
some of the credit hours required. The graduate student undoubtedly will have
some writing to do even where no thesis is specifically required because he will
be taking seminars in which a paper is due rather than an examination. New
York University, while no thesis is required for the master's degree, prescribes
at least one seminar for graduation and in this seminar the student submits a
pal)er.
It appears that only four of the forty schools submit their LL.M candidates
to an oral examination before graduation. Two of these schools, the University
of Miami and Temple University, have no doctorate programs so the oral ex-
amination may be somewhat justified as a jealous protection of the school's
highest law degree. It is difficult to see the point behind an oral examination
where there is a doctorate program, unless the number of LL.M candidates is
small and not many are rejected for failing the oral exam.
Summarizing the requirements for the LL.M degree, the student can usually
finish the work in one year of full time residence and will probably be expected
to maintain about a B average. He usually need not submit a thesis as such but
he will surely have some writing graded before receiving the degree.
2. The Doctor of Juridical Science Deyrce. The requirements for graduation
with the J.S.D. degree are of the same type as those listed above for the LL.M
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degree plus the additional requirement of full time residence by some schools. A
summary of the J.S.D. requirements is to be found in Appendix B.
The number of credit hours required beyond the LL.M varies from school to
school but the student will usually find that one additional year of work is
needed to complete the course requirements. In many instances only one addi-
tional semester will suffice if the student had been in full time residence for a
year during his LL.M work. In a few other cases only the doctoral dissertation
is needed after the LL.M work. Specific numbers of credit hours vary from 20
at the University of California (Berkeley) to a total of at least 36 for all grad-
uate work at New York University. All other schools require simply one year,
two semesters or three quarters of work beyond the LL.M.
Most of the law school bulletins do not specify any minimum grade average
for the doctoral candidates but he should be expected to maintain some degree
of proficiency, of course. The high admission standards make it unlikely that
anyone will be admitted to a doctorate program who will do poorly in his
course work. It is probably better, however, to, set some minimum standard of
grades. New York University, for example, requires an 80 average and the
University of Illinois a B average.
The dissertation is of the greatest importance in doctoral work. The treat-
ment of the dissertation in the New York University Law School Bulletin sums
up what is found in many other bulletins:
"The dissertation must show ability to handle the tools of legal scholarship and
to apply approved methods of legal research. It must give evidence of exhaustive
study of a special field and be an authoritative statement of knowledge secured
at first hand. The dissertation should either add to the prevailing knowledge of
the subject or produce a new and significant rearrangement or re-analysis of
known data. It must be written with clarity and good style, and must be worthy
of publication.
a23
An oral examination of some form is required in all schools and only in the
case of New York University is it required before the dissertation is written.
The student is usually advised that he will be examined on all phases of his
topic and related topics so he will generally have to be well prepared to get
through the examination satisfactorily.
It is likely that full time residence without employment outside of the law
school is expected by most schools even though only nine of the nineteen school
bulletins explicitly state this. The period of residence is usually for one year and
in many cases the residence requirement can be fulfilled while the student is
working towards the LL.M.
Summarizing the graduation requirements for the J.S.D., it may be said that
they are not much more difficult than those for the LL.M, with the important
exception of the excellence to be shown in the dissertation. If a student is
willing to do the required amount of work necessary to produce a good disser-
3 New York University Bulletin, Volume LIX, Number 17, April 27, 1959, Announcement
1959-1960, School of Law, Graduate Division, p. 31.
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tation there is no reason why lie cannot get the J.S.D., provided he can obtain
approval of this thesis by his faculty. That such approval is rarely given will
now be seen as we turn to the number of graduate degrees earned in the
United States.
C. Number of Graduate Law Degrees Earned in the United States
1. Master's Degrees. In the academic year 1957-8 about 438 (see Appendix
C) to 4584 master's degrees were earned and conferred. In the previous year
456 such earned degrees were conferred.2 5 These degrees, were earned by stu-
dents attending the schools listed in Appendix C.
No published statistics are as yet available for the 1958-9 academic year. To
obtain information on the number of earned graduate degrees conferred during
this year, stamped, self-addressed post cards were sent to every law school
offering the LL.M degree in its bulletin and to every law school listed by the
U. S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare in Earned Decrees Con-
ferred by Higher Educational Institutions 1957-1958 as having conferred mas-
ter's degrees. Thirty-seven replies were received and 483 master's degrees were
accounted for in the academic year 1958-9. Counting the schools from which no
information was obtained, it is possible that a record high of 500 master's de-
grees were earned and conferred this past year.
These figures show that the master's degree in law is being sought and ob-
tained by more and more students each year. John G. Hervey lists 2,002 gradu-
ate students as having registered in the various law schools in the United States
in the fall of 1958.2' A great portion of this. number is probably composed of
students pursuing non-degree programs but the number of students in degree
programs is undoubtedly increasing and we shall certainly see an increasing
number of graduate degrees granted each year. This means that the prospective
graduate student will have a greater number of courses and schools to choose
from as the law schools realize that large numbers of graduate students can be
attracted if the proper graduate programs are offered. The tide is turning from
the school which admits only a small percentage of graduate students, regard-
less of merit of applicants, to the school which makes room for every graduate
student it possibly can, provided certain minimum admission standards are met.
If the prospective graduate student is interested in a large variety of courses
and in obtaining a master's degree without fulfilling unduly strict thesis re-
quirements he should choose such a school as New York University, George-
town University, or Southern Methodist University. While Southern Methodist
University has a thesis requirement, it is' obvious from its number of grad-
uates as compared with the number of students in attendance that the students
24Supra note 6, p. 149. While the Office of Education lists 458 master's degrees as having
been earned and conferred in 1957-8, there were serious differences in the figures I obtained in
reply to my letters to the law schools. By correcting those schools having incorrect totals in the
Office of Education publication, I reach a total of 438 master's degrees conferred in 1957-8.
'U.S. Dept. of Health, Education and Welfare, Earned Degrees Conferred by Higher Educa-
tional Institutions 1956-1957, p. 21 (1958).
' Hervey, John G., "Law School Registration, 1958", 11 J. LEGAL ED. 257-270 (1958).
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can and do graduate in substantial percentages each year. If, on the other hand,
the prospective graduate student is interested in a school which carefully re-
stricts the number of graduate students but which frequently extends to the stu-
dent more personal attention than a school having a large number of graduate
students, then he should choose a school such as Stanford University, Cor-
nell University, the University of Texas or the University of Wisconsin, keep-
ing in mind that because of the small graduate program in these schools it may
be difficult to gain admission.
2. Doctor's Degrees. In 1957-8 eleven law schools conferred a total of 36
earned doctor's degrees,2 7 as compared with a total of 31 in the United States
for 1956-7.2s The total number of doctorates in all academic fields in 1957-8
was 8,942, which was 186 more than in the previous year. 29 Comparing this
total with the 36 earned legal doctorates conferred that year suggests that the
J.S.D. and S.J.D. degrees are not only rare but almost nonexistent. Replies to
letters to the various law schools offering the doctorate indicate that about 30
doctorates were earned and conferred in 1 9 5 8 -9."° The total seems to be de-
creasing rather than increasing.
These figures indicate there is a tremendously cautious attitude on the part
of law schools in conferring the doctorate. While only about 30 doctorates were
conferred in 1958-9, at least 483 master's degrees were conferred in the same
year. It seems unbelievable there could be such a wide difference between the
qualifications of the student receiving the master's degree and the student re-
ceiving the doctorate. Since the master's degree and doctor's degree students
both usually take the same courses, the means whereby the law schools limit the
number of J.S.D.'s is, of course, the dissertation.
Whether there should be such a great difference between master's and doc-
tor's degrees in law is a matter of opinion. It is doubtful that such a gap is
warranted. It is certain, however, that such difference is very real and the
prospective doctoral candidate has a difficult job before him. He cannot choose
his institution on the basis of the number of doctorates conferred in the past
because the schools which confer the greatest number of doctorates are those
which confer the greatest number of graduate degrees and which have the
largest number of students. He will find that admission and graduation re-
quirements are just as rigid in these schools as in those which confer very few
doctorates. In 1958-9 Harvard University conferred 7 doctorates, Yale Uni-
versity 6, Georgetown University 4 and the University of Michigan 3.al These
figures do not indicate that it is easier to obtain a doctorate at the named
- See Appendix C. The Office of Education lists only 32 doctorates conferred in 1957-8 but
I have corrected this number to agree with the replies to my letters to the law schools.
28 Supra note 6, p. 28.
'Id. p. 3.
"See Appendix C. Twenty-nine doctorates were accounted for but no reply was received
from one school, the New York Law School, which conferred two doctor's degrees in 1957-8.
Assuming the New York Lav, School conferred one or two doctorates in 1958-9, the total for
that year would be 30 or 31.
"8 See Apoendix C. These figures were obtained from replies to letters to these schools.
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schools, but only that there were more qualified doctoral candidates submaitting
dissertations.
The prospective doctoral candidate can only investigate the school of his
choice and try to determine what his chances are on the basis of past policies.




Having now seen which law schools offer post graduate legal education and
what the admission and graduation requirements are, the purposes of this paper
have been accomplished. Graduate legal education is becoming increasingly
popular in this country, and each year a greater number of graduate legal de-
grees are earned and conferred. The prospective graduate student has a choice
of a large number of graduate law schools throughout the country, and there
is a school and a course program to fit every need. The graduate student can
study full or part time. He can specialize in practical skills or he can gain
culture. Graduate law is no longer limited to teacher trainees or abstract legal
scholars.
The prospective graduate student will find that lie may have to be something
better than average to gain admission to the usual master's degree program
but he generally need not have been at the top of his class. He may find it ex-
tremely difficult to gain admission to a doctorate program, however, because
the J.S.D. is given but sparingly.
In graduation requirements, the prospective graduate student will find that
the LL.M is certainly not unattainable if he puts in the necessary amount of
time and study. The J.S.D. is the end of a long, tough road, however, and the
program should be undertaken only by the most devoted scholars and research-
ers.
Education becomes more and more necessary to our way of life in the
United States. The lawyer realizes this as much as the scientist and business-
man. The law schools which recognize the urgent need for competent continu-
ing legal education programs will be those schools still growing many years
from now. The law schools which neglect their graduate programs now will
be those schools whose growth will ultimately stop.
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APPENDIX C
NUMBER OF GRADUATE DEGREES GRANTED
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Doctor's Degrees Registration (Sept.)
1957-1958 1958-1959 198 1959
- - 5 4
0 0 5 8
- - 163 192
(Special students)
0 0 2 2
- - 17 -
5 6 35 35
4 3
2 4 181 156
2 1 45 41
- - 5 5
- - 7 6
8 1 12 10
0 0 7 9
- - 155 124
1 0 13 15
- - 6 4
- - 14 -
2 7 67 75
- - 33 23
- - 58 49




1 1 40 27
2 1 32 31
0 0 4 6
2 72 68
2 1 102712 810
0 0 9 9
2 1 4
- - 1 1"
- - 1 49
- - 19 -
- - 3 0
1 0 11 5
9 2
- - 19 25
30 37
- - 52 36
- - 5 2
- - 6 3
- - I I
0 0 3 6
- - 1 0
1 2 7 4
- - 0
3 9 0 0
36 29 2,002 1,889
The data for Appendix C has been obtained from replies to inquiries sent to law schools having
graduate programs, except for the 1958 and 1959 registration figures, which were found in
the Journal of Legal Education: John G. Hervey, Law School Registration, 1958, 11 J. Legal
Ed. 257-270 (1958) and American Bar Association, 1959 Review of Legal Education (1959).
Where no reply was received from a law school, the degrees granted figures were obtained
from U.S. Dept. of Health Education and Welfare, Earned Degrees Conferred by Higher
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